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ith economic

urbanisation taking
place atarapid

pace in India, there is increased
demand for natural resources, be it
land, soil, water or mined materials.
With their impending depletion
and the threat of serious scarcity in
the future, it is imperative that we
find more efficient ways to use
them. Hence Resource Efficiency
(RE)and Resource Management
(RM) have become important in the
‘agenda to combat future
environment burdens in the
country and at a global level where
issues such as climate change,
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and Intended Nationally

Determined conuibutioﬂs (INDGs)
are occupying centrest

The Indian Resource Panel(lnRP)
was set up to deal with precisely
these issues in November 2015, and
last weekit submitted its first set of
recommendations to the
government.

The InRP is an advisory panel
eembedded within the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change and its role is to advise on
key barriers to progress on
resource efficiency at national,
regional and sectoral levels and
give practical suggestions on how
to deal with them.

Since its inception it has been
supported by the German Agency
for International Corporation GIZ
along with its knowledge partners
under the Indo-German
collaboration on resource

‘We need to persuade the
government to get involved’

The Indian Resource Panel members in conversation with Preeti Mehra on dealing with Resource Efficiency

efficiency. Currently, the InRP is
focusi

“Fostering Resource Efficiency by Sec

global companies. They could be
used as atrigger point. We should
lookat public procurementasa
‘major drive... In Cll, we have
worked with the government four
yearsback to providea full
legislation on green public
procurement and if we get that
done we will get much going.

Which resources and waste
streams, according to you, need
the most urgent attention of the
government and industry to
improve conditions in the
country?

DrPrasad Modak: The next step I
feel should be to look at electronic
waste. It is something we have an
advantage in as it's a newly drafted
regulation... thisis a sector where
thereisalotof opportunity and the
business models will foster well.

Dr Khosla: When you discuss these
things about prioritising, itall
depends onyour DNAand mindset
and where you come from. And it is
easy formiddle class to think of low
hanging fruits like C&D waste,
ewaste... these are very important
sodon't get me wrong, we haveto
do these. But we completely forget
about the large amount of waste in
rural India and those whoare poor
and who waste because they have
noother choice. Crop waste, our
soil, ourrivers, our forests have
beenwasted... we don't think about
them when wesitina placelike this
where the obvious focus isurban.
Now this country is losing an
incredible amount of nutrients,
soil, water systems through neglect
of nesoums um impact the livesof
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