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i = oie o greening of construction
sector through fly-ash technology

OUR CORRESPONDENT

PATNA: Bihar is one of the
fastest growing states in
India. During the eriod
2005-06 to 2014-15,
Gross State Demestic Product
(GSDP) of Bihar at constant
prices grew annually at 10.5
rcent, which is one of the
gjlf:t among all major
states. Amongst many
sectors in Bihar, the brick
industry currently is based on
decentralized  production
activity using energy inten-
swe, resource depleting and
lluting technologies.
Recen y, Dr. Ashok Ghosh,
Chairman, Bihar State
Pollution Control Board
(BSPCB), also raised the con-
cern of top soil loss due to tra-
ditional brick making prac-

tices. In order to ensure that
state's economic growth is not
at the cost of environmental
and public health, it is
extremely important to take
initiatives to promote cleaner
brick production technologies
and waste management.
According to Dr. Soumen
Maity, Vice President,
Development  Alternatives
Group, "In the given situation,
encouraging the production
and the usage of fly ash bricks
in Bihar is an opportunity for

oductive utilization of waste

m thermal power plants
while reducing the emission
intensity of the brick produc-

~ tion and providing decent jobs

to local community. A Fly Ash
Brick Quality Rating System
implemented in selected dis-
tricts of Bihar has shown that

~fits Bihar has 4

fly ash brick manufacturers
are producmg good ality

r
Standard' He ago added tlmt
“some of the aspects of fly ash
bricks are better than red
bricks such as reducing the
indoor temperatures and
reduced use of mortar duT;ﬁ
construction. Hence ft
bricks are not only eco-friend-
ly, but also reduces cost of
construction.” Fly Ash pro-
duction in Bihar and its bene-
thermal
power plants that uce an
estimated 10.6 million tons of
fly ash every year and this is
expected to increase to
22.57million tonnes by the
ﬁear 2020. There is enough
ﬂKoash available to produce
ut 7000 million bricks per
year.
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