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Rainfed Agriculture
The RRA Network

Building Sustainability in Raufied Agriculture Production System:
Challenges and Opportunities to bring Bundelkhand in Agriculture Growth Path

Consultation Report
28" September 2018, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

A one day Stakeholde€onsultation was rganised to bring togéter Government, Civil

Society, and Farmdé@® NP2 dzLJAa FNBY al RK& | t NJ R Sdbfdives of dzy RS f
the consultation wergo understand the conditions and challengegpiactising agriculture

in Bundelkhand region; and alsto throw light on possible approaches to build a
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security and is environmentally sustainable. The consultation is amongst the first steps to

bring multistakeholders together to develop and design Vision of Agriculture for
Bundelkhand; and identify key priority areas and strategy for bringing Agriculture in

Bundelkhand to a growth pathway.



Context and Expectation Setting

The consultation was initiated with an exgiation setting session. The session was opened
by remarks from Prem Narayan Ji, an organic farmer from Bundelkhand regioiKPMr
Aharwal Additional Director, Department of Agriculture and Sandeep Khanwalkar,
representing Development Alternatives and tsociety perspective.

Prem Narayan Ji identified three major areas to focus to revive agriculggterss in
Bundelkhand: Water management; soil conservation and seed conservation. He says,
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region. Farm bunding and other means to prevent soilatfnand quality management is

second important area for agriculture rejuvenatioBriginal local seeds are now missing

from the markets and farming systems of Bundelkhandaege. There is an urgent need to
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consultation to explore answers to the same. Sagn@ (G KSY o60SAy3aY a2 KIF G A
and pesticide subsidies to farmers, are invested directly/indirectly into enhancing the
organic matter of the soil? Why do we not assess the relation between mechanised
agriculture and soil quality; and relatiori pesticides use and death of livestock? With his
experience, he reiterates the adverse impact of mechanised input based agriculture on the
soilwater-livestock health of the region.

Sandeep Khanwalkar, DA further adds the need to delve deeper on sudjjeetrmer
incomes in Bundelkhand region, especially the small and marginal holder farmer. In doing
so, he mentions it is very criticéd study what are theendowments of the region; and to
capitalise the same in building livelihood and nutrition secwiftghe region.

Shri KP Ahwsval, Additional Director of Agricultureidentifies uncaptured knowledge

systems and disintegrated social fabric of Bundelkhand society as key impediments to
growth and development of the region. Heghlights the need to proote natural resource
conservation organic agricultureand biodiversity conservatiorfor sustainability on

agriculture systems. Shri Aharwal ji further adds that there is potential collaborations that

NGOs can have with ATMA scheme of the Government; laacconsultation must try to

identify similar opportunities of partnerships with State department schemes such that the
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Expectation setting session was followed by two brief presémtst Ms Seema Ravandale

from People Science Institute presented on an overview on the Status of Bundelkhand
Agriculture. This was followed by a brief presentation by Sabyasachi Das, RRA Network on

an overview of Raied agriculture systems in India an&vR Q& a i N} 6S3e 2F g2
areas, dedicated towards small holder farmers.

{SSYIQa LINBaSyidalriaArAzy KAIKEAIKGSR az2y$sS 27 i
Bundelkhand. With only 38 35% of the agriculture land under irrigation, agriculture i
Bundelkhand is highly susceptible to changing weather and climatic conditions. Low farmer
incomes of INR 6000 per month (2016); and increasing debt, an average of INR 32,000 per
farmer (2016) highlight the glaring concerns to livelihood security in #gion. Poor
agriculture situation is also reflected in poor human development index, severe cases of
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further highlighted the current status of water and seed issues in Buhdatk

Sabyasachi Das (RRAN) highlighted some of the distinct features -6édaiegions in the
O2dzy iNE® | S KAIKEAIKGA aal 22N LigfelSanasand | Yy RA C
with high density of tribal population. Rafed regions are genatly characterised by a mix

of fragmented topographies, varied agetimatic conditions, marginal soils, crop loss due to
dry spells, remote locations with poor access to institutions and distant markets with un
uniform agriproduct range. The policies angtogrammes of the government are much
more focussed on productivity and input driven fertiliser based agriculture. The comparative
investment of government in watershed programmes is miniscule in comparison to the
susbsidies provided for fertilisers. Tiparpose of the RRA network is to-cenfigure the
nature, amount and delivery of public investments for productive and resilientfeadn
agriculture. It aims to do this vipolicy, research and practice; especially in the areas of
protective irrigation, &tension livestock, community based seed systems, soil health, inland
fisheries, millets and crop diversification, agronomic innovations, community institutions
and access to market and credit.
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Four important themes on which farmers in the meeting raised concerns revolved around

seeds, water, crogproduction choices; and food diversity. Some highlights of the

discussions include:

1 Accessto Seeds
Ramshay Kushwha, farmer from Tikamgarh district shares the concern in distribution
of seeds. According to him,esds and subsidies on seeds through government
departments are usually available only to few villages, closer to the district
headquarters. There is no institanal mechanismfor seed distribution and seed
subsidies to reach on time to all the farmers, across the district.
It was also mentionedby group of farmers from Umaridhat initially, seeds were only
available with large farmerand most of the largeafrmers refused to sell it to small
farmers One of the iftiatives by smaifarmer groupwas to collect cash to start
procuring seeds for small farmers in a collective. This enables good quality seeds to be
available to the smalholder farmers of the regin.

1 Water management
It was highlighted that there Hadequate rainfall 3 not the biggest challenge in
Bundelkhand. Hjh water runoff due to sloppy land is the key issue that needs to be
address to adequate measures to contain, capture water in theoreghccording to
Prem Narayan ji, Bundelkhand does not need dams to solve its watdlem;
alternatively, it needs investments in building small ponds. Mithila Yadav, a woman
farmer from Bundelkhand regiorfurther added the needs to focus on small ponds
through village planning processes. Karan Singh Rajput, a farmer from Orchha added to
the story. According to him, building canals help only a &mabportion of the
farmers;&benefits are not incurred to the communityt large.

9 Production (crops, practies)choice, protection and livestock
The common grazing land has shown a stark decrease over the last two decades. 10% of
agriculture land in theegionis to be officially allocated as grazing lahdpractice, this
land ranges from 3% according tosome farmers. There is a need to identify,
consolidate these grazing lands. They are also a source of crop safety from stray animals
and thus benefit the farmers.
Improving soil, according to Prem Narayan Ji, is a primary responsibility. Once the
organic matter of the soil is improved, improved seed varieties gmdduction can
follow from other paallel actions. Phoolchand, another farmer from the region,
highlights the changing behaviours and nature of farmers. According to him, farmers
prefer less labou intensive means of production; and are also not very positive on
rearing animals and doing organic practicesonsidered them long, physically tiring and
dirty. This attitude needs to be understood to explore solutions.

1 Food Security through diversifit@n and fish cultivation
Fishing initiatives in farm ponds, according to Mithila Devi, has led to availability of fish
almost every week against an otherwise rare foStnilarly, a potential is seen food
diversification, enabling a much diversified andritious dietary options for farmer HH.
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