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n Thakhatpur, Bilaspur, a beacon of empowerment has emerged under the Rural Industrial Park IGaniyari. Through collaborative efforts, our team has transformed the lives of 400 women by 
establishing a stitching unit. The backbone of this success story lies in the establishment of a 

stitching unit equipped with 400 advanced sewing machines. These women, who previously had 
limited opportunities, are now skilled artisans, contributing to the growing success of the unit.

The journey began with a vision of empowering women through skill development. With the district 
administration's support, we set out with a goal to provide comprehensive training in apparel making. 
The 400 women, eager to learn and improve their lives, welcomed the chance enthusiastically. The 
turning point came with a strategic partnership sealed through a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Dhakshin Pvt Ltd. This collaboration not only provided a market for the finished products, 
but it also ensured a steady supply of raw materials for manufacturing. The alliance acted as a catalyst, 
bridging the gap between production and market demand.

Last month, these women achieved a significant milestone when they received their first payment, 
demonstrating their hard work and dedication. The impact of this endeavour extends beyond financial 
compensation; it shows a renewed sense of pride and independence among Ganiyari's women. For 
many, it was their first time seeing the tangible results of their skills and efforts. The success of Rural 
Industrial Park Ganiyari not only changed the economic landscape but also fostered a sense of 
community and empowerment. The smiles, confidence, and aspirations of these women who are now 
active members of their families and communities demonstrate the initiative's rippling effect.
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he Suhana Safar Program, spearheaded by Development Alternatives (DA) since 2016, has been Tdedicated to transforming the lives of truck drivers, a demographic often overlooked in 
community development initiatives. Recognising the dearth of initiatives tailored for this 

community, DA acknowledges the unique challenges faced by truck drivers, including the lack of access 
to creature comforts, hygiene, financial stability, and healthcare; due to their demanding lifestyle, DA 
has endeavoured to provide support and empowerment to this community.

One such individual benefiting from this program is Zakir, a 24-year-old truck driver from Dadri Depot, 
who supports a family of six: himself, his wife, a daughter, his parents, and his sister. Initially drawn to 
the program by the prospect of receiving a free kit, Zakir soon recognised its potential to significantly 
enhance his livelihood. Through the training session, Zakir came to know about Sukanya Samriddhi 
Yojana, a government-backed savings scheme launched in 2015 as part of the 'Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao' campaign. This scheme incentivises investment in the education and marriage expenses of 
girl children, providing attractive interest rates and tax benefits. Zakir now understands the importance 
of securing his daughter's future through such schemes, further reinforcing his commitment to 
financial prudence and long-term planning. 

Moreover, through the program, Zakir acquired invaluable financial management skills, including 
budgeting techniques, investment schemes, and effective money-saving strategies. This newfound 
expertise enabled Zakir to effectively navigate his earnings towards essential expenses and savings for 
the future, ensuring financial stability for himself and his family. He thanks to the insights gained from 
the training program. 

The Suhana Safar Program has not only empowered Zakir with essential financial literacy skills but also 
equipped him with the knowledge to secure a better future for his family, particularly his daughter. 
Through initiatives like the Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, Zakir and countless other truck drivers are now 
able to navigate financial challenges with confidence and invest in the long-term well-being of their 
loved ones.


